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COLUMBUS, Ohio — A developer
has transformed an abandoned, historic
downtown hotel into luxury apartments
for students and faculty at nearby col-
leges.

Campus Apartments spent $21 mil-
lion to renovate the historic Seneca Hotel
from an asbestos-ridden squatters’ para-
dise to 120,000-square-feet of upscale
rental housing and 15,000-square-feet of
ground-level retail space.

Designed in 1917 by Columbus archi-
tect Frank Packard, the 10-story building
sat unused from 1987 until it was
reopened in August. City officials hope
the new renovation will revitalize the dis-
trict and spur economic growth.

The building is located in the special
improvement Discovery District, which
includes Columbus State Community
College, Columbus College of Art &
Design, Capital University Law School,
Franklin University and other cultural
institutions.

“The Discovery District continues to
get hotter with these great new apart-
ments, new investments at Columbus
College of Art and Design and the Museum
of Art,” says Mayor Michael Coleman.

“I expect this to be one of he most
sought after addresses for the 30,000 stu-
dents who come downtown to earn their
degrees, as well as the young profession-
als who are now looking to move down-
town,” he says.

According to Campus Apartments, 92
percent of the residential apartments are
leased. The units rent for $800 to $1,400
a month. The building has 77 one- and
two-bedroom apartments that are fin-
ished with marble bathrooms and cher-
ry-wood kitchens.

Campus Apartments received subsi-
dies from the city, state and federal gov-
ernments for the project. The developer
invested $3 million to rid the building of
asbestos and $100,000 to restore the
lobby of the old hotel.

“Restoring a large residential building
is not economically feasible,” says Nick

Zaferes, vice president of development and
construction for campus apartments. “But
we got significant subsidies from the city,
state and federal government in the form of
tax credits and grants for over $10 million.”

The renovation was also made feasi-
ble with sturdy structural systems that
were not compromised while the build-

ing was not in use. 
“Because it had good bones, so to

speak, after we gutted it out, once all the
garbage was gone, it was still a beautiful
building,” he says. “We were able to real-
ly bring it back to its grandeur.”

The Seneca Hotel was the place to be
seen for Columbus socialites when it first

opened with fancy suites, swanky ball-
rooms and a rooftop garden. 

Its historic designation meant the
developer had to restore the old struc-
ture, but new building principles also
made it into the design. The building has
reflective roofs, and energy-efficient
HVAC systems and appliances. 
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When your plans include construction, make sure they include Fabcon.
Fabcon precast wall systems are a perfect solution to school construction projects.

Fabcon panels offer you the triple advantage of speedy construction, energy efficiency and 

sustainability. Whether you’re starting from scratch or just adding on, Fabcon precast panels 

score high marks in the subjects that matter most:
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*VersaCore+Green contains up to 58% post-consumer and post-
industrial recycled content by materials value. Most buildings are 
enclosed within 30 days from first panel delivery. All R-values vary 
depending on panel specifications and client requirements.
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Upscale Student Housing Rises From Ruins Of Historic Hotel
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