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in the news

The terrazzo-floored lobby is among the old-fashioned charms that greet visitors to the Walnut Hill Apartments. 
The building dates to the 1920s, but it also offers state-of-the-art TV and telecommunications services.
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High style meets high tech at renovated city complex

Built in the late 1920s, 4111 Walnut St. offered its resi-
dents what were probably considered high architectural 
standards for the day. It boasted a concrete balustrade at
the roof line above a distinctive cornice, a stained-glass fan
window above the front door, a cast iron and chocolate
marble frontispiece, a charming vestibule with glass-paned
cast-iron walls and a marble floor, and a terrazzo-floored
lobby focusing on massive columns and a T-shaped 
marble stairway.

Today, under owner-manager Campus Apartments' 

renovation plan, which is nearly completed, those original
details have been left intact and refurbished, and provide
attractive packaging for a new kind of high standard - 
high tech.

In the basement of Walnut Hill Apartments is the telecom-
munications room. Run by Skyway Partners Inc., this room
is the heart of a bundle of available high-tech services,
such as telephone, high-speed Internet, and satellite and
digital television (a basic set of television channels is
included in the rent).       
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“The building has a lot of charm . . .
they kept some of the arches in the
apartments, and brought back some of
the very pretty original features of the
front entrance,” said Leslie Schafer, 32, a
doctoral student in applied economics at
the Wharton School at the University of
Pennsylvania. “Added to that, the
technology makes for a really complete
package. The [high-speed Internet line]
is fantastic.” 

Tim Swain, 21, a political science 
student at Penn, also appreciates the mix
of old and new. “When I first moved in,
a lot hadn't been renovated yet, so I
could see it's an old building, and that
they've done a good job of keeping the
old look while making room for a lot of
modern comforts,” he said.

“They took up the old carpeting and
found the really beautiful old floors. And
I like the brand-new kitchen . . . brand-
new elevators, that there are plenty of
washers and dryers in the building . . .
and the high-speed Internet is a huge
draw for me.”

Studio units (350 square feet), and
one-bedroom units (470 to 610 square
feet) all have one bath featuring a 
marble floor. Air conditioners and ceiling
fans are standard in every unit. The
kitchens have new counters, cabinets
and flooring and up-to-date appliances,
including dishwasher, garbage disposal,
microwave, range and refrigerator-
freezer. Rent is $675 to $980. No pets are
allowed.

The video-intercom, controlled-access
entry system allows residents to view
and speak with visitors in the vestibule
before buzzing them into the lobby.
“This is a really wonderful feature in
terms of the building's technology,”
Schafer said.

Parking is available at three nearby
lots (for Campus Apartments properties)
for $80 per month per space. A free 
shuttle-bus service from the building
loops around University City (including
30th Street train station) on a regular
schedule Monday through Saturday, with
the ability to make requested stops.

Both Schafer, who moved into Walnut
Hill last summer, and Swain, who has
lived at Walnut Hill since September, said
they had been pleased with manage-
ment. “I was one of the first to move in
since the renovation began, and I think
it's fair to say that, when you move into
a building that's not quite finished, there
have to be some kinks, like construction
going on and an occasional fire alarm
going off. But, as renovation moved to
completion, everything turned out 
nicely,” Schafer said. “As far as I can tell,
maintenance has been superb.” 

Management “hosted a get-to-know-
each-other party in the lobby, with good
food, which was really nice,” Swain said. 

“And they keep everyone well-
informed. I get a letter under my door
every other week describing events 
coming up, or work being done in the
building.”

By Sheila Dyan 
FOR THE INQUIRER

The building has studio and one-bedroom
units. Residents like the mix of old look
and modern comforts.

The Details
Name: Walnut Hill Apartments.

Address: 4111 Walnut St.

Phone: 215-382-1300.

Type of Housing: Rental 
apartments in newly renovated
mid-rise building.

Number of units: 83.

Rental range: $675 to $980; heat
and hot water included in rent.

Management: Campus
Apartments.

Amenities: Air conditioning; all
new kitchen, including dishwash-
er, garbage disposal, microwave,
range, and refrigerator/freezer;
marble floored bath; wall-to-wall
carpet; window blinds; individu-
ally metered electric, coin-oper-
ated laundry facilities on each

floor; video/intercom controlled-
access entry system; building
wired for high-speed Internet
and satellite and digital 
television; free shuttle bus from
building, looping around
University City (including 30th
Street Station), with ability to
stop at requested locations,
Monday through Saturday, 7 a.m.
to 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. to 2 a.m.

Pets: No pets allowed.

Shopping: Food market, walking
distance.

Public transportation: SEPTA
bus, Market Street El, walking
distance; 30th Street train 
station, five-minute drive.

Directions: On Walnut Street,
between 41st and 42nd Streets.
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