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20s-vintage complex now fits the new century

Inside, the units have a modern look and modern amenities, including high-tech wiring, central air, and security.

Constructed in the 1920s, the two three-story brick Ceramic-tile floors, cherry cabinets, breakfast counters,
buildings that make up Pine Arms originally housed 68 and microwave ovens are in the kitchens; marble floors,
efficiency apartments. Now connected by a gated granite vanity tops, and medicine cabinets with tri-view
courtyard, the reconfigured buildings offer 41 brand-new  mirrors are in the baths. Every unit is wired for high-tech
studio, one- and two-bedroom units that are up-to-date  services (at extra cost), including telephone, high-speed

aesthetically and technologically. Internet, and satellite television.
(CONTINUED ON BACK)
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For maintenance convenience and
security, new individual central heat and
air-conditioning systems are accessed
through closets in the common hallways,
rather than in the units themselves.

Each unit also has a security system
that can be monitored (at extra cost),
including wired screens on ground- and
first-floor windows. Main entrance doors
and gates are secured electronically;
individual front doors are operated by
“E-bolt” - a computerized key/dead-bolt
system. Privacy latches and peepholes
provide additional security.

“I'm old enough now that I wanted a
nice place,” said Aaron Maestri, 28, a
post-doctoral researcher in organic
chemistry at the University of
Pennsylvania. “The marble bathroom
and the tile are really nice, and the
carpet is good, too. It's all beautiful but
really tough. The kitchen is great, with
gorgeous cabinets and appliances. The
security system is great, with alarm
systems, outdoor gates, and outdoor
floodlights, so it's well lit.”

APRIL SAUL / Inquirer Staff Photographer

“I wanted to be in West Philadelphia
so I can walk to my work,” Maestri said.
“When I first saw it this summer, it was a
skeleton, but one unit was finished and
it looked really good. They had a lot to
do in a little time, and mostly everything
was done when I moved in. Workers
have been very helpful getting us settled
and doing anything we needed done.”

Not all the historically registered
buildings' notable features are new. They
retain their original facades, with brick
corbels, arches, beveled-glass fan win-
dows, and wrought-iron details, as well
as some interior architectural elements
including French doors (in two units),
deep windowsills, and marble stairs
beyond the lobby and mailroom.

Studio; one-bedroom, one-bath; and
two-bedroom, two-bath units (245 to 820
square feet) rent for $650 to $1,825. Eight
units have private courtyard entrances.
No pets are allowed.

A lift is available for handicap access,
and ground-floor, handicap-accessible
and equipped units are offered.

Alexis Weissman, 21, a student at the
University of Pennsylvania, also liked the
newness of the complex.

“They were completely redone, with
marble and granite bathrooms, central
air-conditioning, two baths for all two-
bedroom units (I have a roommate) - it's
so much better than anywhere else on
campus,” she said. “And management is
very attentive. With a new building,
there are always little things, but [man-
agement's] on top of it.”

Said Maestri: “It seems to be every-
thing I need: a good location and a
really beautiful place, and management's
been very accommodating. It's a
top-notch place in West Philadelphia.”

By Sheila Dyan
FOR THE INQUIRER

Outside, the buildings retain their original
facades, with brick corbels, arches,
beveled-glass fan windows, and
wrought-iron details.

The Details

Amenities: Individual central

Name: Pine Arms

Address: 305-07 S. 40th St and
309 S. 40th St. Philadelphia PA

Landmark: Abutting Penn
campus, 2.5 blocks from the
new Bridge movie theater.

Phone: 215-382-1300.

Type of housing: Rental
apartments in newly renovated,
historic buildings.

Number of units: 41.

Rent Range: $650 to $1,825;
studio to two-bedroom, two
bath.

Management: Campus
Apartments

Pets: None permitted.

heat/air-conditioning; microwave,
garbage disposal; marble bath-
room floors; granite bathroom
countertops; ceramic-tile kitchen
floor; individual security alarm
system; wired for telephone, high
speed Internet, and satellite tele-
vision; controlled access entry to
building, computerized key
apartment door entry; on-site,
coin-operated laundry facilities.

Shopping: Food market, two
blocks; shopping strip, on 40th
Street, two blocks.

Public Transportation: SEPTA
bus, one-half block; 30th Street
Station trains, 10 minute walk.

Directions: Southeast corner of
40th and Pine Streets, on 40th
Street.

Bedroom

Bath

Kitchen %
=

Living room

w

Bedroom

-k

Bath

campus apartments

4043 Walnut Street / Philadelphia PA 19104 / T 215.382.1300 / F 215.387.8285 / www.campusapts.com




